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MISCELLANIES. 

Pensions. — From the recent report of the Pension Office, it ap- 
pears, that theamonnt paid on accountof pensions during the year is 
61,500,000. Of revolutionary pensioners there are 23,660 on the 
rolls, of whom only 5,925 have drawn pay. Of Mexican war pen- 
sioners, there are 1,115. Of invalid pensioners, there are 5,986 en- 
rolled, and 4,532 have heen paid. The number of military land 
bounty cases has been 200,000, of which 140,058 have been admit- 
ted. The quantity of land required to satisfy the issues to the 1st 
inst., amounts to 7,935,320 acres. The daily average of applica- 
tions amounts to 100 per day. The aggregate of warrants issued 
for revolutionary service, and for service in the war of 1812, is 32,- 
820 

The present Congress started early in its appropriations for the 
same objects the coming year — for invalids ill the army or navy of 
course, for the government looks after no others, $505,000, and for 
widows and orphans of waniors, $428,000 more; in all for the pur- 
pose, $933,000. The Secretary of the Treasury estimates these 
pensions for three-quarters of the current year, at $1,070,637, and 
for the year following, $2,033,512. We are not done yet, it seems, 
with pensions for the Revolutionary War, though it ended seven- 
ty years ago; and when weshall get though with those for the last 
war with England, for the Florida war, and the Mexican war, Omni- 
cieuce alone can forsee. 

Our Military Expenditures are estimated for the three last 
quarters of the current year by the Secretary of the Treasury, thus : 

Army proper, &c. $8,689„530 

Fortifications, Ordnance, &c, 705,620 

Indian Department, .1,973,313 

Pensions, 1,070,086 

Naval Establishment, 7,454,300 



Making for current war expenses in nine months 19,893,449 

Add one quarter, 6,631,149 



Total for the year by this estimate, 26,524,598 

More than twenty-six and a half millions, besides the millions 
more paid on account of our war-debt, and the millions on millions of 
aeres of land given to soldiers as a bounty! "These annual pension 
bills," says one, "are the fruits of war ; but, if you want to see what 
wars really cost, look beyond the army bills into the enormous boun- 
ty land bills which are absorbing the public domains." 

Reorganization of the Navy. — Just look at Commodore Stock- 
ton's bill for this purpose. It provides that there shall be 20 com- 
modores, 68 captains, 97 commanders, 50 lieutenant commandants, 
325 first lieutenants, 205 second lieutenants, 69 surgeons, 34 passed 
assistant surgens, 45 assistant surgeons, 64 pursers, 20 assistant pur- 
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sers, 10 chief engineers, 19 first assistant engineers, 29 second assis- 
tant engineers, 37 third assistant engineers, 24 chaplains, 202 mid- 
shipmen, 41 boatswains, 45 gunners, 45 carpenters, and 38 sail- 
makers. 

The bight way to Extend our Freedom. — The Hon. J. Pi- 
Underwood, in a recent speech in the U. S. Senate, said with great 
force and truth: — "Sir, the problem is not yet solved, how the 
down-trodden, tax-paying, priest-ridden, and king-crushed nations of 
the earth are to be instructed, and brought into the light of our glo- 
rious system. We cannot, without a violation of their laws, send 
missionaries to explain and publish our system of government, prove 
the inestimable value of freedom of speech, freedom of the press, 
and freedom of conscience, and then invite the subject who suffers to 
redress his grievances by rebellion and blood. Were we to send polit- 
ical teachers to instruct, they would be arrested and imprisoned for 
sedition, if not hung for treason. What, then, can we do, and what 
ought we do, in aid of the political progress and elevation of man- 
kind ? Shall we commence by violence and force, under the im- 
pulses of a wild enthusiasm, a crusading propogandism over the 
world ? What shall we do, as being best calculated to "enlarge 
the area of freedom ? " Are we to annex all the kingdoms of the 
earth, that we may overturn monarchy and " absolutism ? " Are 
we to intervene to arrest the triumphs and encroachments of despo- 
tism? 

Mr. President, in answer to these questions, I do not hesitate to 
say, that I am totally and positively against all efforts to instruct 
mankind by whipping them with the implements of war into a know- 
ledge of the truth. Force and violence constitute no part of my plan 
to elevate either individuals or nations. War is the curse of rations. 
It creates a horde of drones to eat up and consume the products of 
labor, and to make famines in the land. It brings in its train, de- 
vastation and death, and has no solitary influence to enlighten the 
mind, — except in the science of destruction, — or to impress the 
soul with benignity and love. I therefore discard violence and war, 
as means by which we may legitimately teach mankind the princi- 
ples of natural right and popular government. 

In the road of progress, which lies before me, I see that the trea- 
ty-making power of this country, and the treaty making power of 
other countries in the world, may organize an international tribunal 
for the purpose of settling disputes, and pledge the parties to execute 
the decrees of that trtbunal. By such treaties, war among the na- 
tions which thus stipulate and agree, may be prevented. I heard 
peace societies, Sir, ridiculed upon this floor the other day. It may 
be, that the implements of war will never be entirely converted into 
plough-shares and pruning hooks. I am no prophet. I cannot roll 
up the curtain which conceals the things of futurity ; but if there 
is truth in those predictions which are recorded in the sacred book, 
the day is to come, when nation shall make war with nation no 
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more, forever. The man who closes his eyes to the progress of 
peace in the world, who declares that the waste and carnage of war 
will never cease to pollute the earth, whatever may be his profes- 
sions of faith in the divinity of the Bible, is practically an infidel. 
Sir, if the Bible be a revelation of the Almighty through inspired 
man, the day must come when the clangor of war shall be heard no 
more, and peace, universal and perpetual, shall prevail. When that 
day arrives, nation can teach nation, and man teach his fellow-man 
all science, all art, all truth, whether in politics or morals, and there 
shall be none to molest or make him afraid. The first thing to do 
for the intellectual and political progress of men, and the surest way 
to reach that end, is to secure permanant peace among nations. 
Save the people from the burdens and taxes of war, save them from 
the exciting and maddening thoughts of sacked cities, and fatherless 
families, of maimed and mutilated friends and brothers, and give 
them time to think of the arts, and pursuits, and avocations of 
peace. 

Carrying out these blessed ideas, I doubt not, the day is coming 
when the nations of the world will have intelligence and virtue 
enough to enter into stipulations with each other, to abide by the 
decision of eminent and just men, who may be selected to settle in- 
ternational disputes- Such a plan is nothing more than an enlarged 
Federal system of nations, separated by oceans and by difference of 
language ; and there is no reason why it should not work as well for 
nations, as our Federal system has worked for the Stales which 
compose it. Should two or more leading and influential Govern- 
ments adopt the plan, it will be followed and sanctioned by nation 
after nation, the until evils resulting from war are extirpated from the 
face of the earth. 



Legislatures on Arbitration. — This subject is now before se- 
veral of our State Legislatures, with the prospect of favorable 
action in most, if not all cases ; but we defer any notice of their ac. 
tion until we can in a single No., perhaps that for May, give a fill 
report from them all, and from Congress. 

Peace Convention in Vermont. — Our friends in Vt, are to 
hold a State Convention, Feb. 23, at Piltsford. We hope much 
good from it, and shall report its proceedings in our next. 

Foreign Operations. — The Grand Peace Demonstration, no- 
ticed in our last, took place at Manchester, near the close of Jany. ; 
but having received no full report, we must postpone till our next 
any account of its doings. We find it reported as one amoigths 
e aJing items of telegraphic news from Eng'and. 



